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Safety Switches in Queensland 
 
Introduction 
 
Queensland has the highest fatality rate from electrocution in Australia.  In fact, in 
terms of electrical safety, Queensland has consistently rated among the worst 
performers in the western world. 
 
All domestic residences constructed in Queensland since 1992 must have an 
approved safety switch installed.  However, for houses built prior to this time there 
was no comparable requirement.  It has been estimated that of these residences 
approximately 500,000 do not have a safety switch installed to protect any circuit 
 
New provisions of the Electricity Regulation 1994 (Qld) concerning safety switches 
commenced on 1 September 2002.  From the 1st October 2002 these provisions 
were omitted from the Electricity Regulation 1994 (Qld) and substantially similar 
provisions are now to be found in the Electrical Safety Regulation 2002 (Qld).  The 
objective of these provisions is to prevent fatalities and injuries to the public caused 
by electric shock in domestic residences.  Unlike a circuit breaker, which is for the 
protection of property, a safety switch is for the protection of life.  A safety switch can 
cut off power in 30 milliseconds, a 30th of a heartbeat. 
 
The regulations require the transferor of a domestic residence to disclose to a 
transferee and the chief executive whether an approved safety switch is installed for 
the general purpose socket outlets (power points) installed in the domestic residence 
on the land.  If an approved safety switch has not been installed, the incoming 
transferee/owner has 90 days to install a safety switch from the time of entering into 
possession (so in essence the obligation to install a safety switch is triggered by the 
transfer). 
 
1. Obligations on the transferor of residential land 
 
The obligation to notify the transferee and the chief executive will apply to all 
transferors who have entered into a contract dated on or after 1 September 2002. 
 
The obligation of disclosure will be imposed on the transferor of the following types of 
properties: 
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 a residential block of land upon which a residential house is constructed; 
 
 a rural or pastoral property upon which a residential house is constructed; 
 
 a leasehold interest in land where a residential house is constructed on the land 
the subject of the interest; or 
 
 a lot in a community titles plan where the lot (either as a separate building or as 
part of a building) is used for residential purposes. 
 
The obligation of disclosure will not apply to premises used for temporary 
accommodation such as boarding houses or motels. 
 
(i) Date of the Agreement 
 
The obligation to give the transferee notice does not apply if the transferor became a 
transferor under an agreement to transfer the land and the date of the agreement is 
before 1 September 2002. 
 
(ii) Obligation to “give” notice to the transferee 
 
Section 78 of the Electrical Safety Regulation 2002 (Qld) requires the transferor to 
give written notice to the transferee whether an approved safety switch has been 
installed for the general purpose socket outlets installed in the domestic residence on 
the land.  Importantly: 
 
 There is no particular form for the notice but it is required to be in writing. 
 The notice must be given prior to the date for possession of the land.  In most 
cases this date will coincide with the date of settlement but it is important to keep 
in mind that if early possession is given the notice should be given prior to that 
time.  The notice must not include misleading or deceptive information (s78(3)). 
 The notice must be given to the transferee. This will not include the transferee’s 
solicitor. The regulation contemplates notice only to the transferee. 
 The obligation does not apply to the transferor of residential land where there is 
an agreement to transfer land dated before 1 September 2002. 
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Whilst the regulation does not require disclosure at the time of contract, the obligation 
to give notice can easily be complied with at this time in most instances.  One 
circumstance where this would not be possible is if the contract were an “off the plan” 
contract.  For an “off the plan” contract it may be convenient for disclosure to be 
made when notifying registration of the plan. 
 
Generally, a solicitor acting for a buyer would be prudent to advise their client to 
inquire about the status of the safety switch in the building prior to or at the time of 
contract.  The standard contracts in Queensland have recently been amended to 
facilitate disclosure at the time of contract.  If the standard contract is not adopted, it 
will be important for the seller or the seller’s representative to either insert a suitable 
statement in the contract or ensure that written disclosure is made some time prior to 
the buyer taking possession. 
 
(iii) Effect of failure to disclose 
 
Failure to make a disclosure pursuant to s 78 will not affect the contract at common 
law.  The regulation provides for a possible fine of 15 penalty points ($1,125) if the 
transferor states anything in the notice that is false or misleading.  The transferor is 
not required by the regulation to warrant the existence or lack of a safety switch or 
that any existing safety switch complies with the requirements of the regulation.  
Consequently, a failure by the transferor to advise the transferee that the property 
does not have an approved safety switch is unlikely to allow the buyer to terminate 
the contract or to claim compensation.  In addition, any failure to disclose will not 
affect a buyer’s obligation to install an approved safety switch within 90 days of 
possession in accordance with s 80 of the regulation.  
 
(iv) Obligation to give notice to the chief executive 
 
Section 79(1) of the Electrical Safety Regulation 2002 (Qld) requires a transferor to 
give written notice to the chief executive within 90 days of the date of possession 
stating the prescribed information. 
 
 Using a Form 24 
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Again there is no particular form for the notice but, in this case, the obligation to 
give notice can be fulfilled by completing a Form 24 (Property Transfer 
Information) (Version 2) when lodging a form for registration under either the 
Land Act 1994 or Land Title Act 1994. 
 
In Version 2 of the Form 24 the transferor is asked (in item 2) to confirm first, if 
a safety switch has been installed and secondly, if notice in writing has been 
given to the buyer.  Transferors who complete the previous version of the Form 
24 will not be complying with their obligation in s 79 of the regulation and may 
be liable to a monetary penalty. 
 
 Notice within 90 days of the date for possession 
 
The notice must be given within 90 days after the “date of possession” for the 
land (arguably this time limit may not apply if a form 24 is used to give notice).  
In most cases the date of possession will coincide with the date of settlement 
but if early possession is given, such as under an instalment contract, the 
notice period will need to be calculated from when early possession is given. 
 
(v) Effect of Failure to give notice to the chief executive 
 
Failure to give notice to the chief executive will expose the transferor to a penalty of 
15 penalty units ($1125). 
 
2. Obligations on the incoming owner of residential land 
 
Section 80 of the Electrical Safety Regulation 2002 (Qld) imposes an obligation on 
the incoming owner of residential land to have an approved safety switch installed for 
the general purpose socket outlets in the building if the following three (3) 
requirements are satisfied: 
 
 the date of possession for the land is on or after 1 September 2002; and 
 
 a general purpose socket outlet was installed in the domestic residence on the 
land before 1 June 1992; and 
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 an approved safety switch has not been installed for the general purpose socket 
outlet. 
 
The incoming owner is given 3 months from the date of possession to comply with 
this requirement. 
 
The crucial date for the obligation of the incoming owner is the date of possession.  If 
the incoming owner takes possession of the property on or after 1 September 2002, 
the owner will be obliged to install a safety switch. 
 
Date of possession is defined in the regulation to mean the date the transferee enters 
into possession of the land. In most cases this will coincide with the date of 
settlement.  However, the date of possession may be earlier under an instalment 
type contract where the transferee has taken early possession 
 
The regulation provides for a penalty of 15 penalty units ($1125) for a failure to install 
a safety switch. 
 
General comments 
The Queensland government has suggested that the average cost to install a single 
safety switch is around $200 but this is dependant on the age of the premises and 
the type of switchboard.  Additional cost would be incurred should an owner prefer to 
have more than one approved safety switch. 
 
The regulations do not require the installation of safety switches on light circuits nor 
specific purpose socket outlets such as the socket outlet used for a fridge but this 
would be seen as desirable for an increased level of safety. 
 
A brochure prepared by the Queensland Department of Industrial Relations suggests 
that lenders may require confirmation that an approved safety switch is installed 
before advancing funds.  Only time will tell whether this practice is widely adopted. 
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